Echocardiographic demonstration of coronary artery to left ventricle fistulas: case report and review of the literature.
We describe the case of a 45-year-old female patient with coronary fistulas arising from both the left and right coronary artery system and emptying in the left ventricle. Only sporadically do coronary artery fistulas drain into the left ventricle. In our patient, the most likely explanation of the fistulous communications was a congenital cause. We review the literature on coronary cameral fistulas and discuss the etiology of the diagnostic findings. Small coronary artery fistulas are generally well-tolerated and should impose no significant restriction on daily routine and activities. Nevertheless, small fistulas may under certain conditions produce a "steal" phenomenon and shunt blood flow away from the myocardial capillary network, causing ischemia.